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About me 

• I’m Sarah Currier, Jorum Service Manager at Mimas 

• Jorum is a national free and open service for sharing 

and finding open educational resources. 

• Provided free at point of use for all UK post-16 

education sector. Publicly funded. 

• Current emphasis is higher and further education 

(universities and vocational colleges) – we’re working 

toward including adult and community learning and 

work-based learning! 

• The Jorum team provides a rich resource of expertise 

in finding, managing and sharing learning and 
teaching resources. 

 



Perspective 

• The other presenters on this session provide truly deep 

and wise expertise in learning and teaching. 

• My expertise is in finding, sharing and managing 

learning and teaching materials (including OERs). 

• Jorum’s ethos is about providing an open platform for 

sharing openly; we do not offer top-down quality 

control of resources (= barriers). 

• We allow anyone producing relevant OERs to share 

their stuff via Jorum; we believe in the expertise of 

teachers and learners to evaluate what they need in 

their context. 



What I will cover 

• What do we mean by ‘engaging and effective 

learning materials’? 

• How do we find them and how do we evaluate 

them? 

• If we cannot find ‘ready-made’ materials to suit our 

purpose then how do we best create/assemble/stitch 

together materials to plug the gap(s)? 

• What are the pros and cons of using Open 

Educational Resources and what do we need to 

know about them to use them effectively (e.g. 

licensing and copyright issues)? 
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But first … 

• What do we mean by ‘engaging and effective 

learning materials’? 

 

If we’re talking about finding and evaluating resources 

for our own use, we need to know whether we can 

legally use the resources in question, and, if so, what kind 

of use we are permitted to make. 

 

So I am going to speak today about finding Open 

Educational Resources (OERs) (with a slight bias toward 

Jorum as an OER service). 

 



What is an OER? 

You’ll find a range of definitions here: 

http://wiki.creativecommons.org/What_is_OER%3F 
 

“Open educational resources (OER) are digital materials that can be 

re-used for teaching, learning, research and more, made available 

free through open licenses, which allow uses of the materials that 

would not be easily permitted under copyright alone.“ – from 

Wikipedia: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_educational_resources 

http://wiki.creativecommons.org/What_is_OER?
http://wiki.creativecommons.org/What_is_OER?
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_educational_resources


What is an open licence? 

• Mainly: Creative Commons - http://www.creativecommons.org/ 

– Six licence options offering a spectrum of “openness” 

(commercial or non-commercial uses allowed; require 

attribution; allow remixing / editing or not; require “sharealike” 

(i.e. with same licence); 

– CC-licensed content is available on many services: Google 

Image, Flickr, YouTube, SlideShare, Jorum … 

• Other models are out there, e.g. GNU (open software), MIT Open 

Courseware Licence, UK Open Government Licence 

• CHECK THE LICENCE BEFORE REUSING OR REMIXING! 

 

http://www.creativecommons.org/
http://www.gnu.org/licenses/gpl.html
http://ocw.mit.edu/terms/
http://ocw.mit.edu/terms/
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Do you share / reuse / remix? 

a) Share your teaching resources with others without making 

them open (e.g. individual colleagues, your department). 

b) Share your teaching resources openly (i.e. on the Web, 

openly licensed, free). 

c) Regularly make use of resources shared by others. 

d) Share your resources and reuse others’ resources. 

e) Haven’t shared or reused yet. 



What is Jorum? 

http://www.jorum.ac.uk  

Check our new Beta service too: http://beta.jorum.ac.uk/ 

• A free and open national service for sharing and 

finding OERs relevant to the UK. 

• A trusted source of quality OERs for the UK post-16 

education sector. 

• A robust, safe, sustainable hosting platform for OERs. 

• A showcase for UK OERs. 

http://www.jorum.ac.uk/
http://beta.jorum.ac.uk/


Where does Jorum fit in the  

OER Landscape? 

UK OER sources 

• Open institutional 

repositories, e.g.: 

OpenLearn, EdShare, 

CURVE … etc. 

• Subject communities, 

e.g.: HumBox, 

LanguageBox … etc. 

• Aggregators: Xpert 

 

 

 

Other OER sources 

• MERLOT 

• MIT Open Courseware 

• OER Commons 

• Saylor Foundation 

• Flickr, SlideShare, 

YouTube … etc. (CC 

search) 

• TED-Ed, iTunesU … 
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Where do you currently look for 

resources to help in your teaching? 

a) Open web searches (Google, Bing, etc.) 

b) I look for openly licensed content (e.g. Flickr, 

YouTube or Slideshare’s CC licenced content) 

c) I look specifically for teaching & learning resources 

(e.g. Jorum, Xpert, OpenLearn) 

d) I look for subject-specific teaching and learning 

content (e.g Humbox, LanguageBox) 

e) Other 



What influences your choice of 

resource? 

a) Reputation (individual, organisation, website) 

b) Licence 

c) Ease of use – e.g. file type, ability to download, 

know how to use software, etc. 

d) Popularity (recommended, star ratings, 

downloads) 

e) Other 



Issues with finding OERs 

• Now I’m going to show you different ways of finding 

OERs using Google and a few other services. 

• I have stacked the deck in Jorum’s favour – no 

disrespect to any of the other services intended! 

• Jorum is but one of a thousand flowers blooming; 

you need to find your own sweet spots for 

searching. 



What happens when you search? 

It’s lunchtime so let’s look for some fried fish … 

 



Searching directly in jorum.ac.uk? 

• You know you’re getting CC licensed materials. 

• You can browse and search by many options. 

• You can order search results by a range of criteria. 

• You can preview some items. 

• Coming soon (see the Beta): 

– you can order your search by popularity of resources. 

– you can filter by CC licence type (more licences coming). 

– you can see a report on usage of resources. 

– You can preview even more items. 

http://beta.jorum.ac.uk/


Searching Jorum 

• j 



Advanced search 



Advanced search -  Food 
preparation 



Advanced search -  battered fish 



Resource result 



Resource Preview 



What happens when you search? 

It’s lunchtime so let’s look for some fried fish … 

Let’s try Google: “frying fish OER” 
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What happens when you search? 

It’s lunchtime so let’s look for some fried fish … 

Let’s try Xpert (OER aggregator): “frying fish” 
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What happens when you search? 

It’s lunchtime so let’s look for some fried fish … 

Let’s try OER Commons: “frying fish” 
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What happens when you search? 

It’s lunchtime so let’s look for some fried fish … 

Let’s try Google search: “frying fish Jorum” 
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Original image URL: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/cristinacosta/4304968451/sizes/o/ 

Image author: cristinacosta  

CC BY-NC-SA 2.0 

Any questions? 
Contact us: 

• www.jorum.ac.uk/support 

• support@jorum.ac.uk 

• 0161 275 6109 

• Twitter: @JorumTeam 
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